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PROCLAMATION NO.541/2007.

A PROCLAMATION TO PROVIDE FOR THE
DEVELOPMENT CONSERVATION AND
UTILIZATION OF WILDLIFE

WHEREAS, unplanned and inappropriate utilize-
ation of wildlife has resulted in their depletion and
endangered existence;

WHEREAS, the conservation of wildlife under-
taken so far is not productive;

WHEREAS, allowing local communities residing
around conservation areas and private investors to
actively  participate in  wildlife  development,
conservation and utilization has significant value;

WHEREAS, the proclamations, regulations and
directives issued previously and still in force are not in
line with the existing objective reality and the present
state structure;

WHEREAS, it is appropriate to enhance the
contribution of the wildlife sector towards poverty
reduction strategy by maximizing the economic and
social benefit to be derived from the wildlife resource;

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Article
55 Sub-Articles (1) of the Constitution, it is hereby
proclaimed as follows:
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PART ONE
GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. Short Title

This Proclamation may be cited as the
“Development Conservation and Utilization of
Wildlife Proclamation No. 541/2007.”

Definitions

In this Proclamation, unless the context requires
otherwise:

1/ “wildlife” means any live or dead vertebrate or
invertebrate animal, other than domestic
animal;

2/ “wildlife resource” means wild animals found
in Ethiopia and includes those species
migrating from country to country and
temporarily staying in Ethiopia;

3/ “wildlife product” means any sample of wild
animal or its body part like, egg, embryo, horn,
tooth, nail, skin, meat, hair, feather or trophy
and includes products made thereof as well as
bird nest, wood, grass, bark, flower, honey and
the like obtained from the habitat of the
wildlife;

4/  “Wildlife habitat” means as area with in or out
of the wildlife conservation area, in which wild
life inhabits and includes land, water bodies or
both.

5/ “Person” means any natural or juridical person.

6/  “Ranch” means an area designated for the
conservation and raising of purchased or
collected wildlife for latter use.

7/ “wildlife conservation area” means an area
designated for the conservation of wildlife and
includes national wildlife conservation parks,
wildlife sanctuaries, wildlife reserves and
wildlife controlled hunting areas;

8/ “national park” means an area designated to
conserve wildlife and associated natural
resources to preserve the scenic and scientific
value of the area which may include lakes and
other aquatic areas;
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9/  “wildlife sanctuary” means an area designated
to conserve one or more species of wildlife that
require high conservation priority;

10/ “wildlife reserve” means an area designated
to conserve wildlife where indigenous local
communities are allowed to live together with

and conserve the wildlife;

11/ “wildlife controlled hunting area” means an
area designated to conserve wildlife and to

carry out legal and controlled hunting;

12/ “wildlife trade” means the import, export or
re-export of wildlife or their products or any

kind of business transaction related thereto;

13/ “wildlife anti-poaching officer” means an
officer assigned by the Ministry or the
concerned regional government organ to
control illegal acts to be committed against
wildlife and wildlife products;

14/ “hunting” means any measure or action taken
to kill, wound, eliminate, scare, chase, capture
or trap a wild animal or take an egg or feather
of same;

15/ “weapon” means firearm, dart-gun, missile,
explosives, bow and arrow, stick, sword, trap,
net, holes, poison, chemical or any other

instrument used to kill, capture or disable wild

animals;

16/  “aircraft” means any type of airplane,
helicopter, airship whether or not controlled
or directed by human agency and without
being limited to devices flown by automotive
power;

17/ “Ministry” or “Minister” means the Ministry

or Minister of Agriculture and Rural
Development, respectively;
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Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and
includes Addis Ababa and Diredawa
Administration.

3. Objectives

This Proclamation shall have the following major
objectives:

1/ to conserve, manage, develop and properly
utilize the wildlife resources of Ethiopia;

2/ to create conditions necessary for discharging
government obligations assumed under
treaties  regarding  the  conservation,
development, and utilization of wildlife;

3/ to promote wildlife-based tourism and to
encourage private investment.

PART TWO
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AREAS
AND HUNTING ACTIVITIES

Wildlife Conservation Areas to be Designated
and Administered by the Federal Government

1/ The following wildlife conservation areas
shall be designated and administered by the
Federal Government:

a) national parks that are nationally and
globally significant and known to have
representative ecological zones and
embrace immense diversity of wildlife;

b) national parks and wildlife sanctuaries
that are inhabited by the country’s
endemic and endangered species;

c) any wildlife  conservation areas
geographically situated within two or
more regions;
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d) any trans-boundary wildlife conservation
areas that may be established in
accordance with agreements  with
neighboring countries;

2/ The wildlife conservation areas referred to in Sub-
Article (1) of this Article shall be designated by
regulations to be issued by the Council of
Ministers upon the recommendation of the
Ministry.

5. Wildlife Conservation Areas to be Designated
and Administered by Regions

1/ unless designated and administered by the
federal Government pursuant to Article 4
Sub-Article (1) of this Proclamation, national
parks, wildlife sanctuaries, Wildlife reserves
and wildlife controlled hunting areas shall be
designated and administered by regions.

2/ The wildlife conservation areas referred to in
Sub-Article (1) of this Article shall be
designated by legislation of the regions

6. Wildlife Conservation Areas to be Administered
by Private Investors

Private investors may be authorized to administer the
wildlife conservation areas referred to in Article 4 and
5 of this Proclamation by concession agreements to be
concluded with the Federal Government and the
concerned regions.

7. Wildlife Conservation Areas to be Administered
by Local Communities

Wildlife habitats other than the conservation areas
referred to in Articles, 4, 5 and 6 of this
Proclamation may be authorized by the concerned
regions to be administered by the local
communities.

8. Hunting Permit

1/ No person, other than the Ministry or the
concerned regional organ in the discharge of
their duties, may hunt any game animal
unless he is in possession of a hunting permit.

2/ The conditions applicable for the granting,
renewal, suspension and revocation of
hunting permits shall be determined by
regulations and directives issued under this
Proclamation.
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3/ The Ministry shall issue regulations pertaining
to appropriate hunting and hunting methods.

Permit for Collection of Wildlife or Wildlife
Products for Scientific Purposes

1/ The Ministry may grant permit to an applicant
in possession of a recommendation letter
from a recognized scientific institution for
collecting wildlife or their products for
scientific or academic purpose.

2/ The Ministry shall grant the permit referred
to in Sub-Article (1) of this Article in
accordance with directives issued by it in
conformity with the provisions of this
Proclamation and other laws and regulations
pertaining to wildlife conservation..

PART THREE
ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES AND BENEFITS

10. Economic Activities

1/ Any economic activity to be undertaken
within a wildlife conservation area shall be
carried out in accordance with this
Proclamation and regulations and directives
to be issued hereunder.

2/ The mechanism whereby the Federal and Regional
Governments, may share the profits derived from
the utilization of wildlife resources and the
mathods by which the community maybe
benefited shall be determined by regulations to be
issued under this Proclamation.

11. Wildlife Resource Based Tourism

1/ The Ministry and regions shall, in
collaboration with the relevant bodies,
promote investment in  wildlife-based
tourism.

2/ The Ministry, for Regions and other
concerned bodies, shall ensure that
development activities to be undertaken in or
outside of wildlife conservation areas shall be
carried out in such manner that the well-
being of the ecosystem of the areas are not
disturbed.
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12. Trading in wildlife and their Products

1/ The following are prohibited unless a permit
is obtained from the Ministry or the
concerned regional organs, as appropriate:

a) Any activity of trade in wildlife and
their products;

b) the ownership, sale, transfer, export or
import of any processed or unprocessed
wildlife product.

2/ The Ministry and the concerned regional
organs may issue permits pursuant to Sub-
Article (1) of this Article in compliance
with the provisions of this Proclamation,
regulations and directives issued hereunder
and treaties to which Ethiopia is a party.

PART FOUR
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

13. Powers and duties of the Ministry

The Ministry shall, in addition to those given to
it under other provisions of this Proclamation,
have the powers and duties to:

1/ prepare and present to the government draft policy
and laws relating to the development, conservation
and utilization of wildlife; and follow up the
implementation of same upon approval;

2/ develop and administer wildlife conservation
areas established in accordance with Article 4
of this Proclamation and control illegal
activities to be committed in relation thereto;

3/ issue hunting permits to foreign tourists;

4/ issue permits and health certificates to export
and import any wildlife or wildlife products;

5/ ensure that wildlife conservation areas established
in accordance with this Proclamation meet
international standards with a view to facilitating
their registration by the International Union for
Conservation of Nature, and follow up their
administration accordingly;
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6/ establish international relations with all bodies
having the potential of providing technical
assistance and other aid for wildlife
development and conservation;

7/ ensure the implementation of treaties to which
Ethiopia is a party and compile and submit
periodical reports to the concerned
international institutions;

8/ conduct research and training programs and
collect, process and provide to users up-to-
date information on wildlife development,
conservation and utilization;

9/ provide support to regions with respect to the
development and conservation of wildlife;

10/ delegate its powers and duties to other federal
and regional government organs where
necessary.

11/ Prevent and control incidents of wildlife
diseases with in or outside of conservation
areas

12/ Supervise wildlife conservation areas
administered by private investors in
accordance with concession agreements

entered with the Federal Government.
Powers and Duties of Regions

Regions shall, in addition to those given to them
under other provisions of this Proclamation, have
the powers and duties to:

1/ develop and administer wildlife conservation
areas established pursuant to Article 5 of this
Proclamation;

2/ control illegal activities to be committed
against wildlife in conservation areas
administered by them and outside of
conservation areas; and provide the necessary
support in controlling such illegal activities
in relation to wildlife conservation areas
administered by the Federal Government;

3/ supervise wildlife conservation areas
administered by private investors and local
communities;
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197.0L.C0- PS-C AT AL 0.0 causing threat to human life and property and
P NTNLE T4 PULPAANTIG take appropriate measure to minimize and
P I FT RGPS LONSA: hAPI® prevent the threat, and report to the Ministry
1AL AU7F A%Le0bé PPCAA: when the case is beyond their capacity;

i hosp ROntT QPG MAAT 0PT 7/ issue hunting permits to persons other than
A“LNLL h&TF 4P L LOAMA-: foreign tourists;

Eoe&C NMATS P4.C NHAT oo 8/ issue permits to own, transfer and sale locall
MALTFT APt ATIEAASS WG wildlife and wildlife products; g
NP AT POLLNTA 4.PL LAMA-: ’

1. P5%C A30AT ¢PPC it oAmM7 15. Powers and Duties of Wildlife Ant-Poaching

P5-C  AINAVT  RPPC wirEF  eoLhtao-
20AMNT LTLPA:

/

o

(4

V)

PSC AT ®e9  PS&C  AMAT
om T gH PETIOG “135 o390 N0+
AV AU PAFA®T MOIOP LI
A79.00L PaomPd:

AT (9rFApG 0gNI »~C PTRLE P5C
AN me9ge %0 Arnat - m,
TLAPPA A A°797F O+ 9°07eT AFC
LAGCE T M oL PIFwo-9e  Oo-
T 7T 7T HIhCheT  PAPC
NG oe9e Ean o Par0tq
Pavs AT RAISUIS AIN ORI AT
Pa(1CNC:E

A7 OovFAAe (1LHDS ~C PR PSC
ANVTS PSC AT Om AT AT8.U9C
Phol: PHLAVTE®F oGP T (HY APE:
ATP& TEE awl T RTLOLO AL
ATETN NRPPC 2C 9212475 “Linbé
oe9e polanaht® PhAA hAhA  QoM@-
pavav (1,0 PE oowlt HNOF LN
APt Pavln:

PHU? APE  AIP& 1% £II01LPF
Neo+ApG P4t LA LTI N0~
PLAGCE O Aonn enr Aclavahto-
A ANNNSG AhA 21PiA::

P09 Qo LUTT WP ATINL.0P°
Pao-rNC 28,7 AANT:

Officers
A wildlife ant-poaching officer shall have the
following powers:

1

2/

3/

4/

5/

to require any person who is in possession of
wildlife or wildlife products to show the
permit authorizing such possession;

to enter and search any private landholding,
building, tent, vehicle, aircraft or boat as well
as search bags or sealed items, without court
order, where there are sufficient grounds to
believe that wildlife or wildlife products are
kept illegally;

with a view to secure an order of confiscation
pursuant to Article 16(2) of this Proclamation, to
seize and takeover, upon issuing receipt in
accordance with the format issued by the Ministry
or the concerned regional organ, any wildlife or
wildlife product which is a proceed of an offence
as well as the weapon with which the offence has
been committed;

where a person is found committing an
offence in violation of Article 16 of this
Proclamation, to detain, without any court
order, and handover him to the appropriate
law enforcing body.

Any person has the Obligation to collaborate
in the implementation of this proclamation
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1. ¢t 16. Penalty
Al M03XAF a7 ewlt e0am PO 1/ Unless it entails higher penalty under the

o enad M havy ant+Cr

PIEO9 N@-T

(i) m1O7 PS&C AT ALF
oeyge 3L LCT héaart

v)

(i) N%C AWMt r0P  0IFPF
oNp PATLP S HNCETFT hhs
o7 ®e9° NG TF@-9°  Roh7
OYH.VU- AL 18T QLT oey”

(iii) P5C  AINATT @LI  PHC
ANt ot Tr easd e
JAN

nc A, 097705 e ain,
M“7L0AT P> OLI° NATE
gavt (19907305 ha9ent Gart
N“7L0LAT ANé-T ©L9° (V-A
k9> LPMA::

A) PHU? APE  £7100PF ®LI° APET AN
LAYS POM- LINTT @EYS  avav( eP
NPHAAE AT TET7 PLAG P15 @9°
Ao DNC ¥ 077705 00C EA. 09720A7
apge 0EY° AL OC 017727305 hnLnt

o¢  0°7L0AT AT ©L9 (A9
LM

é/ (HY ATPE 700 RIPR () owlot
ce 0 Pt aon? heak
ten??¢ hrdet eHTIO ¢8C ANA

WeI° P85C AN Oml RISV

P4t PHLANT  avvie @G

ATV LONGTA::

i/ U0t S OLIC Pl avpAN-Ta PhAA

AhAT

V) PTOLAOTF PHC AN OLI° PSC AT
N om A AZLAMN aohieT AGLSTIN
4G ATVCT AR TIntAaE
oe9e hrP9° @5 RISUT 1L
LTAN::

A) CTOLA®T avvise RILATIN AP
Wto @ de R CNAAG
®eg° NPPI° @5 RIKWPT “1LL7
LFaA::

TZ. L7105 avani e emia-a)t A%
8/ POLLOTCTF  9ChC O LYT  APE

A?INEA° POLNEAT LINTFT A LOM
Lan::

criminal law:

a)

any person who:
(1) commits an act of illegal wildlife
hunting or trade;

carries out unauthorized activities
within wildlife conservation areas
or causes, in whatever way,
damage thereto; or

(i)

(iii) is found in possession of wildlife
or wildlife products without

having a permit;

shall be punished with fine not less than Birr
5000 and not exceeding Birr 30,000 or with
imprisonment not less than one year and not
exceeding five years or with both such fine
and imprisonment.

(b) any person who commits other offences in

violation of the provisions of this

Proclamation or regulations or directives

issued hereunder shall be punished with fine

not less than Birr 500 and not exceeding Birr

3,000 or with imprisonment not less than one

month and not exceeding six months or with

both such fine and imprisonment.

2/ Where a court passes a sentence pursuant to Sub-
Article (1) of this Article, it shall, in addition to
the sentence, order the confiscation of the
wildlife or wildlife products which are the
proceeds of the offence together with the
weapon with which the offence is committed.

3/ The Ministry or the concerned regional organ
may, as appropriate:

(a) sale, transfer to a scientific purpose, to
academic institution or destroy the
confiscated wildlife or wildlife product;

(b) transfer to the appropriate government

organs or destroy the confiscated

weapon.

17. Power to Issue Regulations and Directives
1/ The Council of Ministers may issue regulations
necessary for the implementation of this

Proclamation.
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€ 2.0k LVT APES NV AFPER 700 2/ The Ministry may issue directives necessary
AIP&x  (B) owlt POm-  LIINTT for the implementation of this Proclamation
A“INEAI° PO7.LNAATL  aPanl PP and regulations issued under Sub-Article (1)
A LOM CFAN:: of this Article.
PHA4S ATt PTLEE MITF 18. Repeal and Savings
8/ ULt WT QY APE AULPA: _
1/ The following are hereby repealed:
V)  PRIGT HC WIAT TOPT AT (@) the Forestry and Wildlife Conservation
?'\.‘PE ®rC ATIE/THEEE A7 and Development Proclamation No.
q4/: 192/1980;
a) £%C AmMat PP L7 ¢C (b) the Wildlife Conservation Regulations
OFPIZ/THERD [R7L-AA0A/:: No. 416/1972 (as amended).
€ PO AT (Y APE amwdi 2/ 'rl;he f(;)llow!ng Ieaglslgtlonﬁ_shall tie dee_med tg
AIROM: TETLD PRy LUTH: ave been issued under this Proclamation an
shall remain in force:
V) PAPH NhiP P%C AMat PP (@) the Awash National Park Establishment
acn “1Rkee tTonn krC Order No. 54/1969;
q0/TuPxa:
(b) the Simien National Park Establishment
A) P77 Nché-P £%C AT PO Order No. 59/1970.
7cn 1Rk e Tonn #rC
k(T EN 19. Inapplicable Laws
i No law, regulation, directive or practice may, in
hHY APE OC P92.947  “15TO9° Kt so far as it is inconsistent with this Proclamation,
L avavg e 0L PAWLC AL (Y be applicable to matters provided for by this
APE  (tovabt:  1LEPF AL LAY Proclamation.
hLT LD 9°::
APE 07050 L1 20. Effective Date
This Proclamation shall come into force up on
LV hPR 6Ll 10T I0M F1P Publication in the Federal Negarit Gazeta.
NoN0T P77 EI°C P05 LUTA:
AS.0 ANQ $7 THFi0 9.9° Done at Addis Ababa, this 71" day of June, 2007
9CTY OALLFCLA GIRMA WOLDEGIORGIS
PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL
PAEES boful-AT 2TNEOLR DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA
STAAN TLHHATT
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